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Making a Single-Stroke Font

Applies to:
CrystalPress / 
CrystalStudio

Note:

Software: CorelDraw

Start with the ‘Text’ tool located 
on the left side tool bar.

Click the “A” and click on the 
page to get a cursor.

CorelDraw 9 was 
used for this proce-
dure but any version 
will work.

Text Tool

2 Type out the letters you want to 
trace.

Then go through the list of 
fonts and pick the style of font 
you want to use.

Note:
This document as-
sumes you have 
some CorelDraw Ex-
perience. If you need 
more detailed help 
see the CorelDraw 
help file.

3 To make a single-stroke font 
use the ‘Bezier Curve’ tool lo-
cated in the left tool bar. 

Note: If you don’t see this tool, 
click and hold the left mouse 
button over the tool until a 
menu flies out.

Bezier Curve Tool

Drawing Tools

4 Click points down the center of 
the letter as shown (the Blue 
Line).

Trace Line
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5

Make sure the lines are select-
ed and click on the ‘Node Edit’ 
tool in the toolbar on the left. 

Note: If you don’t see the Node 
Edit Tool, click and hold the left 
mouse button on the tool until 
a menu flies out.

6

Right-Click on one of the nodes 
(it doesn’t matter which one). 
A menu will drop down from 
there.

Click on ‘To Curve’ in the menu. 
This will add handles to each 
node in the design.

7

If your design has more 
than one line making up the 
letter(s), use the ‘Pick’ tool 
to draw a box around all the 
lines. This will select everything 
inside the box. Or you can hold 
shift and click on the lines.

Note: Make sure the outline 
does not get selected.

Click the ‘Arrange’ menu, then 
click ‘Combine’. This will attach 
all the lines to each other.

With the ‘Node’ tool on, draw a 
box around the whole design. 
This will select all the nodes in 
the design.

8

Node Edit Tool
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With the Node Edit tool still ac-
tive, Right-Click on one of the 
nodes again. In the menu click 
on ‘Smooth’. This will make 
all the nodes smooth at each 
node.

9

The design will turn from 
straight lines to smooth lines.

Click on the Pick tool and select 
the outline of the letter(s), then 
press the delete key on the 
keyboard. This will remove the 
outline from the design.

10

To save the design to use in 
CrystalStudio select it using the 
Pick Tool.

11

Pick Tool
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Click the File Menu, then click 
Export.

12

Export

In the next window, pick a 
name for the file.

Then pick a folder location that 
you can find again once you’re 
in CrystalStudio

Make sure you have PLT (HPGL 
Plotter File) selected as the file 
type.

When ready, click the Export 
Button

13

14

Export Button

This is the first screen, click the 
‘Page’ tab at the top.

Page Tab

15 On the Page Tab, make sure 
‘Plotter Origin’ says ‘Bottom 
Left’.

Bottom Left
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16 On the ‘Advanced’ tab, make 
sure the Curve Resolution says 
0.0 Inches (zero point zero).

Then click OK.

Curve Resolution

17 Open Ioline CrystalStudio.

18 To open the file we just created 
click the ‘Open File’ button.

Open File Button

19 Locate the folder where you ex-
ported the file to. Click on the 
file and click ‘Open’.

Open
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20 The design opens.

21 On the layers menu make the 
stones visible and adjust as 
needed.

Send the design to the machine 
when ready.

If problems arise contact Ioline 
Tech Support.


